
FAQs about the November 26-28 Shabbaton in Baltimore for Ages 25-39 

We’re excited to announce a Shabbaton for marriage-minded, solidly frum singles in 

Baltimore. Below are some commonly asked questions and the answers. 

1. I have been to shabbatons before and haven’t met my soulmate. Why would this 

one be different? That’s like saying you have gone to job interviews and didn’t get a 

job so you should stop trying, or you have gone on dates and never met your soulmate 

yet so you should stop dating. We do not know where our match will come from, but 

so it makes sense to be proactive and try all reasonable avenues. You don’t go to 

shabbatons every single week, and especially when it is at a different venue and with 

a different crowd from the usual, it’s worth the effort. We are hosting this out of the 

tri-state area and using a professional marketing strategist to ensure there will be 

many new people at our event. 

 

2. The age range seems vast. If I’m 25, why do I want to be with 39 year olds? This 

event will have two parts that are arranged by age only. The Friday night meal and 

the Motzai Shabbos team-building will be assigned to arrange for you to meet people 

in your age bracket. Throughout the weekend, shadchanim are on hand to introduce 

you to people in your dating age range. Hashem makes shidduchim, and maybe He 

wants a 34 year old male to marry a 36 year old female, or perhaps a 27 year old 

female. We don’t know, so we allow for a range to ensure that everyone has 

opportunities to meet many relevant options.  

 

3. What hashkafa are the people attending the weekend? We do not like labels. Our 

past events have attracted anywhere from Modern Orthodox to shtark yeshivish. We 

aim to host a large enough crowd that everyone can find people appropriate for them. 

We also seek to provide an event appropriate for those who are not comfortable at 

other events. If you are looking for a singles event with alcohol and mixed dancing on 

motzai shabbos, this is definitely not for you. If you plan to show up and only talk to 

people based on their outer appearance, this event is not for you. We also ask that 

people dress tznius and appropriate. This is event is for people who want to explore 

greater possibilities. Come and meet people and talk to them about their hashkafos, 

don’t decide based on a religious identification written on someone’s shidduch 

profile. It’s 2021 – most people do not fit into a box; but for those who do, there will 

be people for you here as well! 

 

4. It seems like a lot of money to invest in one weekend. If you calculate your dating 

life, this is a cost-effective and cost-efficient way to meet your bashert. Imagine if 

you had to take each person from the Shabbaton on an individual date, how much 

would that cost? Gas, dinner, your time? Instead, in one weekend, you meet so many 

people, have meals with them, socialize, interact, take walks, etc. You will meet 

many people from all over, without needing to travel all over the country. This 

Shabbaton was scheduled to enable most people to attend without having to take off 



work to travel, so you can maximize it by making this a vacation and chance to meet 

your spouse. Also, this is a nonprofit event, and every penny you spend is going 

directly to  helping singles find their bashert.. Your payment goes to the hotel for both 

sleeping accomodations and the banquet room, the food, and other activities. None of 

the matchmakers are being paid to attend the event, but we provide them with 

accomodations so they can be on site to help you. If you are serious about getting 

married, make a practical and serious investment in dating. 

 

5. If I want to attend, when do I have to decide by? Many singles like to make 

reservations at the last minute, unsure if they will be dating someone at the time of 

the Shabbaton. But that leads to an imbalance of singles and the inability of 

organizers to properly plan for the event. The caterer and hotel are requiring final 

numbers and names 2 weeks in advance, and this is not a flexible option. 

Reservations must be made and paid in full by November 10th. Remember that your 

application must be reviewed and accepted before you can register, so don’t wait until 

the last minute. You can even submit your profile for consideration today, which does 

not commit you to attending but will ensure that you have completed that step early. 

 

6. If I sign up early, then what happens if I am dating someone seriously when the 

Shabbaton comes around? There are two options for early sign up. First, we 

encourage people to sign up for the early bird special, to ensure that you get a spot 

and a reduced rate. Stipends will be prioritized for those who demonstrate a 

commitment to attend the event and sign up early. However, if you do not want to 

commit too far in advance, you can pay a $100 nonrefundable deposit to hold a spot 

until 12:00 noon (EST) on November 2. If you are dating someone seriously at that 

time, and choose not to register for the full weekend, your $100 will go towards 

offering a stipend to someone coming from afar.    

 

7. How do I apply? To begin the registration process, submit your profile at 

www.theshadchanit.com/shabbos, including your accurate date of birth and a photo 

from within the past six months. The photo is for our identification purposes if you 

join us for the Shabbaton. All matchmakers will receive a copy of everyone’s profile 

and photo, and it enables them to remember you during and after the event. Once 

your profile is reviewed, you will be notified on your acceptance and provided with 

information how to proceed with payment. We want to balance the number of men 

and women, and will only be accepting a limited number of each gender. When the 

allotted slots for one gender are full, we will not accept more reservations from that 

gender unless there is a cancellation. There are two ways to register: 

1. Pay in full once you have been accepted. 

2. If you are concerned that you may be dating someone around the time of the 

Shabbaton, you can pay a $100 non-refundable deposit to hold your spot until 

12:00 noon (EST) on November 2. At that time, you would either have to pay 

in full or we cannot guarantee your spot. If payment is made by 11:59 pm on 

http://www.theshadchanit.com/shabbos


October 31, you receive the early bird special. All payments received on or 

after November 1 will be at the regular price.  

Shabbos-friendly rooms will be on a first-come, first-serve basis, for those who pay in 

full. Rooms are based on double occupancy, and registrants can request a roommate (two 

to a room) or be assigned a roommate. Single rooms are available upon request for an 

additional $160 (inclusive of two nights). 

8. How do I get a stipends towards the shabbaton or travel? The event organizers are 

trying to raise funds to help offset costs, particularly for those who have far or costly 

travel. Please contact us privately at events@theshadchanit.com if you want to 

request a stipend. You can also help us raise funds by sharing the fundraising link 

with friends: Singles Shabbos in Baltimore | The Chesed Fund.  

 

9. What is the check in/check out schedule? 

 Friday, November 26 – Check in will be at 3 pm. The hotel may make some 

rooms available earlier, but there is no guarantee. We will have a room available 

from 1 pm for travelers from out of town to grab a bite and relax until their rooms 

are ready. More information will be provided upon full registration. For those 

who want to fly in the night before, you can either book a hotel room for an 

additional night through us at a reduced rate or we can try to arrange home 

hospitality for you. Contact us at events@theshadchanit.com to discuss any 

specific needs or arrangements.  

 Sunday, November 28 – The Shabbaton will end at 10:00 a.m., following 

breakfast, so people can have time to return home for Chanukah candle lighting. 

The official checkout from the hotel is a little later, for those who want to stay 

longer.  

 Transportation – We are working to arrange for community members to pick up 

and drop off Shabbaton participants from BWI Airport and the Baltimore bus and 

train stations. We cannot guarantee it, but once you have registered for the event, 

you can contact Ruthie Jhudowitz at 410-575-4129 (preferably via whatsapp) if 

you need pickup from the airport, train, or bus station, as well as to learn about 

any rides being offered. 

 Motzai Shabbos – A delicious Melava Malka will follow the interactive Build-A-

Bike event, which will be led by a national leadership organization that supervises 

and directs teams of men and women actually building bicycles that will be 

distributed as Chanukah gifts to children in need through the Spectrum 

Foundation, a Jewish organization that supports people in mental health crisis. If 

you want to learn more about them or even donate, please visit 

www.spectrummd.org. 

 

10. What is this special screening information you are talking about? We want to 

thank a key sponsor, Jscreen, which is generously offering singles a discount 

(whether or not you attend the Shabbaton) of $54 off the regular price, for the service 

https://thechesedfund.com/truechesed/helpingsingles
mailto:events@theshadchanit.com


that provides genetic screening for around 200 conditions. They are offering this 

through the end of December, and anyone who sees our marketing materials, even 

those who do not attend the event, can use the discount. Visit JScreen.org to learn 

more, and use code Shabbaton54 when ordering. 

Notes: 

 We cannot guarantee any special food or allergy requests, but if they are 

submitted by end of October the caterer will try to be accommodating. 

 If you can lein or be a ba’al tefilla, please email events@theshadchanit.com. 
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